the table, he asked me to have a glass of wine with him,

In the evening I duly succeeded in getting a quarter of an
hour's talk with Polina Alexandrovna. Our conversation took
place when we were all out for a walk. We all went into the
park by the Casino. Polina sat down on a seat facing the
fountain, and let Nadenka play with some children not far from
her. I, too, let Misha run of to the fountain, and we were at
last left alone.

We began, of course, at first with business. Polina simply
flew into a rage when I gave her only seven hundred guldens.
She had reckoned positively on my pawning her diamonds in
Paris for two thousand guldens, if not more.

"I must have money, come what may," she said. "I must
get it or I am lost."

I began asking her what had happened during my absence.

"Nothing, but the arrival of two pieces of news from Peters-
burg: first that Granny was very ill, and then, two days later,
that she seemed to be dying. The news came from Timofey
Petrovitch," added Polina, "and he's a trustworthy man. We
are expecting every day to hear news of the end/'

"So you are all in suspense here?" I asked.

"Of course, all of us, and all the time; we've been hoping for
nothing else for the last six months."

"And are you hoping for it?" I asked.

"Why, I'm no relation. I am only the General's step-
daughter. But I am sure she will remember me in her
will."

"I fancy you'll get a great deal," I said emphatically.

"Yes, she was fond of me; but what makes you think so?"

"Tell me," I answered with a question, "our nuxrqms is
initiated into all our secrets, it seems? "

"But why are you interested in that?" asked Polina, looking
at me dryly and austerely.

"I should think so; if I'm not mistaken, the General ha?
already succeeded in borrowing from him."

"You guess very correctly."

"Well, would he have lent the money if he basnet know?
about your 'granny'? Did you notice ai -dinner, three time

speaking of her, he called her 'gsmnwf\   What iittimate an<
friendly relations ! "     ^ ^        <tf
"Yes, you are right. ^As SOO^LS |te k$ows that I have com1
ipto something by the wp^e will pay his addresses to me a
|ce.  That is what Y$a wanted to know, was it?